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I. THU TEM MOST PRONINIET THRMES

Broadly speaskimg, there ave omnly two themes im Soviet readis propegemda: ®we
era aupnrior® apnd Ythey are imferior.” The world seone is combimnally pictursd
&8 & gipantie strugzle beotweom good end owil, with all good om the sids of the
"democretlc? (pro-Soviet) forees, amd all evil om the side of ths "anti-democratic®

or Vimpurialist forceg, espesielly the Unitsd States.

It is often Aiffienlt to drew charp linos betwesn the varioss sovts of ?.60d"
end “evil® which are atiributed respoctively to the USSR spd itz ememies. If on
attonpt ic made to do this, howewer, a much larger muber of themes cam be

distinguished. The tem shich have probsbly bzen most frequemt iz foreige broudesste
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cince 1 January 1948, rrrenged in en estimsted order of freauency;l/ are s follows:

1. Our enemies are imperialistic.
2. They are undemocratic.
3. They are untruthful.
4. They are reactionary (opposing socisl justice).
5. They are uncooperstive.
6. They are war-meking.
7. They hurt the economy of other nations.

8. We (the USSR and the "democratic" forces in
every other nztion) ere peaceful.

9. Our enemies are dismembering Germany.

10. Ve are democratic.

To represent the full meaning and the actual complexity of these themes, however,

it is necessary to illustrate them in come detail.

1. O enemi are imperislistic.

(The word "enemies® is to be understood as reprecenting primerily the United States~-or,
strietly specking, the "rulingd' ecircles in the United States——and the "ruling" or "re-
actionary” circles in all other countries except the Soviet Union and the "new democraciecs®
of eastern Europe. Britsin is not singled out for denuneiation nearly so often as the
United States, though the term "Anglo-American imperielisa® ig often used, and the term

"western powers"-—usually implying Britain engd sometimes Frence, in sddition to the
Uefo--is 2lro frenuent.

In our sample, the U.S. was specificelly denounced 220 timee; the "westera vovers" or
"Anglo-American circles," 111 times; "rezctionaries" in other countries, 110 times; and
Britain alone only 25 times. It should also be noted that in thie tabuletion the non-
Soviet Left in Europe and elsevhere--Bevin, Blum, Schumacher, Saragat--is eounted as
"resctionary," since in the Soviet ideology it is asg reactionary as Pell Sireet itself,
#nd, if noessible, even more dangerous. )

The Warshrll Plen, like the Truman Doctrine, is a device to enslave Europe.

J.£. monopoly capitaliem is insidiously teking control of the economies of 811
netions outside the Soviet sphere.

1/ The list is based cn a statistical study of the themes represented in the introductions
to the weekly SURVEY OF USSR RADIO BROADCASTS guring the past ten weeks (29 April--7 July).
Each of these introductions summerizes in 5-6 peges the content of Soviet radio propegsnde
during a given week. The order thus obtained was then slightly corrected on the basis of

an Impressionistic judgment of sihifts of emphasis between the veriod Jenuary-Anril and the
period day-July.

Cince this semple wos relatively smeall and by no means fully representative, the deta
should be taken zs the best available estimate, rather then as completely sccurate. (It
hes not yet been feacible to obtain o scientiflcelly adecuste samole of Soviet brosdcaste,
or to carry on statigtical analysis of Soviet brosdecssts as a regulay vrocedure. It is
hoped that this will be possible in the near futuvre.)
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Anglo-Americsn "oil imperialism" in the Middle Esst is the key to the problem
of Palestine.

The U.S. has actively intervened in Greece and China. The "monarcho-faecist"
Greek government is a mere puppet of its American masters.

Greet Britain and France, especielly the latter, have been reduced to the
status of satellites.

"Reactionary" ruling groups everywhere are "subservient® to American interests.
They are "betraying" the independence and sovereignty of their own nations.

fmericen and Roman Catholic "interference" determined the outcome of the
Itelian election.

Pro-U.S. majorities in the U.N. are bought or dominated by the U.S.

The "uncnimity principle™ in the Security Council 1s essentisl, to protect the
rights of smell nations against U.S.-controlled msjorities in the U.N.

The U.S. supports Fremch, Dutch, and British imperislism in Indochira, Indo-
nesis, and Malaya.

(With the exception of Indonesia and Indochina--which are given very little
stress except in broadcasts beamed to Agiz--the type of "imperialism” which is
attacked is rether different from the old colonial form of imperislism. Searcely
any attention, for instance, is given to French possessions in Africa; snd the
official withdrawal of Europeans and Americens from the Philippines, Cubs, India,
Burme, Ireq, Syria, Egypt and Palestine is unimportant and irrelevent from the
standpoint of current Foviet ideology, because it is superficisl and represents
no withdrawal of actusl control. The current Soviet ideology pictures present-day
Anglo--American imperislism as gomething less open and offieiel, more insidious, and--
necessarily--more difficult to disprove. It rresumably operates partly hy direct
or indirect ownership of economic eanterprises, newspepers, ete., and partly by
economic and military support to "reactionary® povernments against their own "veople.”
Ite exirtence is "proved" especislly by such things ag the support given by a
majority of U.N. delegates to the "flagrant® American intervention in Greece.)

2. They are undemocratic

The word "democratic,” in the current Soviet ideology, has class comnotations which are
scarcely distinguishable from those of the word "progressive.” It implies social justice
far more then 1t implies parlismentary majorities or eivil liberties. Its opposite 1s
"reactionary"; "the forces of reaction" are often said to be opposing "the forces of
democracy." In other words, the presumed interests of the working class are, by
definition, "democratic.” And, since this is true, the meening of this major theme is
closely sllied to the meaning of the fourth mejor theme: ™Our enemies ere reactionary;
they oppose social justice." It should therefore be noted thet if the frequencies of the
two themes are combined, they constitute a composite which is much more frequ:nt than even
the "imperialism" theme which has been placed at the head of the 1ist.

The "people" everywhere-—even in the United ftates——oppose Anglo-imerican
imperialism and the "reactionary" governments which support it.

The "people" lost the election in Itsly, though they "held their ground" sgainst
the forces of reaction.

The U.S. everywhere allies itself with fresctionary” or "fascist" clements:
Nazis, German monopolists and industrialiste, Franco, Salazar, Greek "monarcho-
faseists," the Kuomintang, the Zaibatsu, Syngman Bhee, etc.

Elections in Italy, Korea, and elsewhere, and even in the U.S. itself, are not
free from coercion and intimidetion.

In meny countries there is persecution of "democratic elements” (i.e., Communists
ond their sllies). .This reached a climax in the "maes executions" in Greece.

Negroesvare denied their rights in the U.S.
The Wundt-Nixon bill is faseistic.
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3. Thev asre untruthiul

Furone.

like the Trumen Doctrine, is & deceitful device to enrlave

hmeriern claime to be democrztic cre cheer hypoerisy.

émerican clzims to be nesce~loving are sheer hypocrisy. U.f. srmaments for
"defence” zre scituelly for nurnorers of sgerezcion.

The Yoice of ipevict lies, slenders, ete.
The western povers are breasking nromises mede at Potsdam.

Congressional propocsals for eliminating the veto or for regionsl pacts are in
vio&ation of the U.N. Charter.

The claims of "right-wing socialists" (Bevin, Blum, Schumecher, faragat) to be
resl soclclista ere cheer wind . w~dressing. The same is true of (.°. lebor leaders,
who are serving the interests of Well Street in their efforts to destroy the unity
of the World Federation of Trade Unions.

The State Department went back on its own preposal to start & genersl discussion
of nuestions in diespute.

The cut in ERP shows the "rellabllity” of fmericen “"promises.?

Fny assertions thst the USSH is sggressive are "slender,” in the best Goebbels
tradition.

{For the seke of contrast, the pettern is often varied by =sserting that someone
has "frankly admitted” or has been "forced to admit®™ the truth underlyinp sll these
hypocritical pretensions. TFor instance, when Mrrshall cleimed thet ERP would in the

long run benefit the United ftates, he was said to hava"sdmitted" the "selfish” sims
of the Plan. )

4. They sre reacticnary { poosing socisl justice).

&g indicrted above, this theme is very closely sllied with "they are undemccrstic.® Both
imply cli er~consciousness; both assume that the Ytoillng meeses,” who constitute the ©
vast mejority in every cepitalist nation, are now oppressed by the owning minority, the
"reactlonsrizs” ov "momopolists." Simce the toiling messzes sre at the same time the
aejority, everythfnu which serves their intevests is slso democretic. 4#nd, as indicated
above, it should he noted thrt these two themes in combination ave more prominent then any

other single theme. In other words, the essentisl cless gopeal of the Mavxisn ideology
is very much in evidence.

On the other hand, it should be «

aspecially noted thei most of the older darxisn worde énd
slogens ~-Lommunism, revolution, dictatorship of the proleteriat, class conzclousness,
clese confliet, exprovriation of the bourgsolsie--hzve gome by the hoard. They continue
to & considerable extent in Soviel iome Service broasdcaste, but hiave virtuslly digappesred
“rom brosdeasts to other countrises,

The ®elass® spoesl of present-dey Soviet
propegende does not differentiste it In asny way from the vapgnely "libersl? or Torogressive®
views of meny middle-closz versons in western Furops or America. Dven land reform and
netionelization of iadustry, though both have been explicitly favored in & number of con-

textz, heve not besn et 21l nrominent es compared with such vague terms se forogressive,”
resctionary,” "monopoliet”

23 25 £ nown, wilth ne erahipia vroposels for combatting
monopoly--ete. fuch vapus sls s these constitube By fre-khe' e eEer | %, 9f the
Cue-iudpments vhich save been leve elassified as wc pregenting the theme of "soeisl
ugtice.”
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v
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The s%andard of living of the ordinasry citizen in Lmerice, in view of inflation
etc., ir nothing like the rosy nicture of it which ie printed by the Voize of Americe.

5. They sre uncooperative.

In this group there are not ocnly direct sccusations of uncooperativeness, such ag the
elleged refusel to conduct negotisztions st the time of the Smith-Molotov exchenge, but slso
& number of relzted themes which bear upon war and peace without clesrly accusing enyone
of "warmeking" or "wermongering." For example, charges of "militarism" snd of hostility
to the USSR are also included.

The U.E. refuses to carry on peaceful negotiation with the USSR.

The U.S. is undermining the hssic principles of the United Nptions.

Germany end Jspan are bein; transformed into mreensls.

The Western Union is s military allisnce directed agaeinst the Soviet Union.

A virulent anti-Soviet nrovagenda cempaign, resembling thet of Goebbels, is
und: ¢y,

arshall broke up the Foreign Minicters Conference in December.

The U.f. and Britain have sabotaged the kind of Four-Power cooperstion agreed
upon at Potsdam.

The U.S. is establishing military bases throughout the world.

#ilitery men, working for Well Street nasters, are in control im Washington.
The U.8. is re-arming needlessly.

(Note: Specific facte ebout U.f. re-srmement :re avoided, and the toplc iteelf

has not been stresced since Trumen's speech in March. There ies sleo extremely little
on the atomic bomb.)

6. They sre war-making.

This theme wes extremely prominent during the weeks after Vishinsky's "warmonger® speech
before the Assembly of the United Nations inm September. Since then, the concentrated
attention given to it has definitely subsided, though the term "instigators of a new wapr"
ie now part of Moscow's regular stock of epithets, snd is likely to be found in elmost

any context.
Financial cirecles which profit from war are in control of the U.C. Government.
Hence, the U.f. Gevernment officlally condones warmongers.,

The Vestern Union is for vurposes of aggression against the USSR and the "new
democracies.”

Festern imperislism is responsible for war in Palestine.

(Each of the charges of militarism and uncooperatlveners, mentioned above under
"they are uncooperative,” may or mey not be linked with charges of outright desire
for war.

Although the "falsifiers of history” have tried to mske the facts eppear otherwise,
Vorld War II was the product of collaboration between Hitler znd the Governments of
France end Britain. They "unleashed” the war, though they tried to direct Hitler's
aggrescion against the Soviet Union instesd of against themselves.
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They hurt the economy of other nations.

The “ershall Plen involvers hurdensome economic conditions.

The U.S. nd Britein try to eliminate economie competition on the continent
of Eurove.

Economic conditions in western Germony, southern Korec, snd Jeven are
diezstrous.

U.€. insistence on reduction of tariffs in western Burove simply meene freedom
for U.f. monopolies to take control.

Trede vith eastern furope {which is strongly encourzged by the USSR) hss been
discouraged by U.S. influence on the countries of western furove.

It ic unwise for western Furope to tie itself to #n 2conomy like thet of the
U.S., which is headed for collepse. (Note: this theme, which wset heard oceseionelly
in 1947, seems to have slmost diseppesred in 1948. Predictions of imminent crieis in
the U.f. have rlgo virtuelly dissoperred since the stock mzrket dron, end
stebilizetion, in Februsry.

Ve are pe: ceful.

The fect that the firest seven themes are #1ll denunciztions of the a2lleged enemier of the

USSR, =nd thrt boasting 2bout the UFER and the "new democracies™ cccupies = relatively rsub-

ordinate nart in foviet nropepande beemed to foreigm sudiences, is in iteelf of rome

interert. The Soviet radic apporently onerates on the sssumption thet "the bert defense
is offense.”

9.

In the Smith-Molotov exchange, the USSR rerffivrmed its consistent stend ss the
chief bulwark of neace ln the present-day world.

The USER wes the chief opponent of Hitler, striving continu .usly for pecce
throughout all nhares of Furopean history since 1917.

The Red Army is a bulwark of peace.
Unlike the western oowers, the USSR favors messures for preventing reneved

Germen or Jzpenese cggression.

Our enemies ere djsmembering Germeny (snd Korea).

A puppet west-German state is being set up in Trizonia; a puppet stzte is beirg
set up in Seoul.

Unwillingness to cooperste in Four-Power control of Germany means the splitting,
not only of Germany but of 11 Europe.

The break-down of the London Foreign Ministers' Conference in December was nlenned
in advance, with the deliberate intention of ueing it as a pretext for going shesd
th the dismemberment of Germsny.

The Germsn Peovle’s Congress for Unity end = Just Pesce, end the recent "people’s

initiative,” represent a great upsurge of populpr protest sprsinet the western nolicy
of dismemberment.

(This czmnaign has been given very great emoherie in broadeests to Germeny =nd
Korea, snd especiszlly in broadecasts by the Soviet-controlled German cnd Xoreen radios.
It hze been soft-pedalled to sn extreme degrez in brosdeasts to Frence. )

{In the czse of Germeny, there is e£lso a paradoxicsl emnhasis on the contention
that the western powvers sve “btuilding up® Gerssny, to the polnt where it will sgnin
endanger ¥rance znd other countries. The paradox inherent in the rimultenecus
scsertions thet Germeny is being "dismembered” snd "built un" is never ewplieltly
dircussed or cleerly resolwved.
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10. Ye ere democretic.

The rignificent thing shout this theme is that it rerely spoeare in references to the
Soviet Union itself. The cuestion of civil libertier in the foviet Union, for Instence,
ie typically ignored. There are few attempts to mesintzin thet they exist in the UEFR--
thourh the ergument does »pneer, in such forms es r comparicon betreen universel voting
in the foviet Union end the disfrznchirement of the Negro in parte of the United Cteter,
or the ssrertion thet the Soviet prees is free beceuse 1t represents £ll the people,
vhile in the weet it reprerents only e ruling minority. In the mein, hovever, arsgertions
of democrscy on the Soviet side of the world-confliet refer either to the "ner democracies"
of esrtern furone or to the "democratic forces"--i.e., vro-Foviet forcer—-within the non-
Soviet netione.

Usuelly, too, the scsertion appears eimply in the lebele that are spolied--"new
democrzcies™ or "democratic forces"--rather then in eny sttempt to demonstrete thet these
groupe are in fact democratic. The Soviet radio specks as if the democretic cheracter
of these proupe were go completely obvious as to be beyond any need for argument.

The world is now divided into two camps--the camp of imperiszliem and the cemp of
democracy. One is heeded by the U.S., the other by the USSR,

The "new democracies™ are making progress towerd "true democracy.”

The democratie forces throughout the world--in Chins, in Greece, in esgtern
Europe, and even in the United States--heve geined in strength during the pzst three
yesrs.

It should be noted, finally, that the above list of ten most frecuent themes does
not include what is said sbout affeirs inside the foviet Union. This limitation wae
nececgery, since by far the lerger pert of ruch materirl ropesrs in Home Service broad-
casts, snd the aveileble semole of Home Cervice brosdensts wes not comparzble with the
foreien broadcests. Broadly, however, it can be ssid that comments on world sffairs to
the home audience are similar to thoce containéd in brordceste besmed to forelgn
sudiences. The home broadeasts differ chiefly in that they contain an enormous emvheeis
on Soviet econonic achievemente, end on exhortations to economic effort. "The fulfillment
of the post-war Five-Year Plen in four years," and similar slogens, are conspicuous in
them, and not in foreign brosdcasts. There is also » very strong emphesis on the cultursl
end scientific schievements of the USSR and of pre-Soviet Russia, Russian priorities in

major inventlons and discoveries, etc.
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II. TE TIXN MOST PROMINFNT THEIXS VITH gmm_m_m_w;gm_sg_zns

A senarate estimate of what 1s most often seid specificelly sbout the
United Stotes ylelds ter most frequent themes, the estimated order of vhich is

as follows:

1. The V.$. (or 1ts "ruling camp®) 1s imperialistic.
2. It 1o untruthful.

3. It i; undemocratic,

4, It ig uncooperative.

5. It ip vermaking.

6. It ic reectionary (oproeed to social Justice).
7. 1t ig harting the economy of other natlons,

8. The “demnoratic® forces in the U.S. (e.g., Wellace)
are utroly;, or are gaining in strength.

9, Amstican culture is decadent.
10. (Until Februery) An economic crisis is irminent
in the U.S.

The differences between “his 1ist and the more general one vrevicusly presented
are pinor and not stotisticaliy significent. This is of course to be expected.
Americs is the archeenemy, and propagenda with regard to it therefore typifles
Soviet radio propaganda in geneval.

Some new and interesting rasults are obtcined, however, fronm & review of what
the Soviet radio says about the iuternel situation in the U.S., as distinguished
fron American foreign policy. Vhem i'he U.S. itself rather than the world is
tolten 2 the frame of reference, Aner:ica no longer aprears as 2 single entity, as
it nsually does in Soviet discussion of world affairs. In discuesion of world
affairs it is often sald thit %the U.S,Yenot "Well Street" «~ 1o enslaving Furope,
fostering reaction, refusing to cooperzte with the USSR, etc; the ldéa. that "Wall
Street” 1s the real culprit is implicit, but often not explicit. In discmssing
internal events, however, the iden of & vonstant "atrugcle® between tuo camps within
the U‘.S.A—- the "people* vs, Vall Street «~ becomes both explicit and extremely
wrordnent. It is in fact 28 all-erbrecing Mn this context as in the brozder

context of world politics.

In this conbtext six themes are prominent. In ostimated order of frequency, they

ares
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1. The "democratic” forces (e.c. lallaee) are strong or are groving
stronzer, in spite of intense pressure from 'reaction, ¥ i!t is 2lyeys assumed
and sometimes stated that there 1s no difference between Demoerats and
Republicans, since both are "capitalist parties” and both are controlled by

Wall Street.)

2. Civil libertlies are restricted. The Thomas Committee and the F.B.I.
are "turning America into a police state,” Wellace supporters are persecuted,

The masses are exnloited. Fxploitation is shown dy the Taft-Bartley
lav, 1nﬁation, housing problems, education and health problens, the "dropping"
stendard of living and the "decrease of real wages."

4. Militarism is conspicuous and "warmongering® is condoned. (3ut
lioscov does not discuss rearmament in specific detail.)

5. There is race prejudice and discrimination ayminst Negroes,

6. American "bourgeois culture” is decadent.

11I. MAJOR OMISSIONS

Topics omitted or soft~pedzlled by the Sovlet radio are perhape as significant
28 tonics especially stressed. The omissions are of specizl interest from the
atrndpoint of counter-propaganda, since in many cases they presumably represent points
on which the Soviet 1deology is eapecizlly wvulnerable.

Some outstanding omissions (absolute or relative)ere:

1. The atomlc bomd, and control of atomic energy.

2. The older, more revolutionary Marxian slogens. These persist in
Home Service broadcasts, but are soft-pedalled in broadcnsts beamed
abroad.

3. Soviet demends for reparations from Germeny, Austriz =nd Jepan.

4, All conflicts vhich cannot be easily fitted into the pattern of the
vorldwide conflict between Soviet and non-Soviet. The following are
either soft-pedalled or denied:

Jews vs. Arabs

Indla vs, Pekigtan

Democrats vs. Republicans
Labor Party vs. Conservatives
Blum vs., DeGaulle

5. Many other conflicts in which vigorous tsking of sides might make
enenies unnecessarily.

Poligh=German frontier (seldem mentioned,
though present bovndary is trerted as a

. closed 1ssued wher mentioned at all)

Priestse

Qther border disputes (Yugoslav Carinthia, Greeks
vs. Bulgars, Xars and Ardahen, Iranisn Azerbaljan).

French and Italian colonizl cleims in Africa.

French and Dutch clzims in Indochina and Indonesia
(soft-pedalled in broadcests to Lurove)

(Few, if any, attzcks on religion, monarchy,
nationalism, or even privete property as such)

6. Specific militery facts or ideas (e.g., military stratesy, Soviet
military strength, or specific date on U,S. rearmament, such as the
70=group air force.)
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